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Forgive this chatter; you know what else I now
have in my mind and next my heart. I was very ill
indeed for a day or two, and made my hosts quite
anxious. I am better now and I even believe that
Wagner's death was the most substantial relief that
could have been given me just now. It was; hard
for six years to have to be the opponent of the man
one had most reverenced on earth, and my constitu-
tion ig not sufficiently coarse for such a position. After
all it was Wagner grown senile whom I was forced
to resist; as to the genuine Wagner, I shall yet at-
tempt to become in a great measure his heir (as I
have often assured Fraulein Malvida, though she
would not believe it). Last summer I felt that he
ha4 alienated all those men from me who were the
only ones in Germany I might have influenced to some
purpose, and had inveigled them into the confused
and wild hostility of his last years.

I need hardly say that I have of course written
to Cosima.

As to what you say about Lou, I could not help
having a good laugh. Do you really believe that in
this matter my taste differs from your own? No,
certainly not! But in the case in point there was
damned little question of "the attraction of loveli-
ness or the reverse," but only whether a highly gifted
human being was to be brought to naught or not.

So the proofs may once more be sent to you for
correction, my old and helpful friend? My heartiest
thanks for it all.

F. N.